h. In the later years, about 25,000 Poles were killed in mass executions, many in reprisal for resistance activities. 4. Yugoslavia a. 1.5 million Yugoslavs, about 9% of the population, were killed or disappeared b. 1.2 million of these were civilian casualties i. Mostly victims of German reprisals for the continuing guerilla warfare that the Yugoslavs conducted during the German occupation 5. Greece a. Similar circumstances to Yugoslavia b. 250,000, 3-4% of the Greek population, died 6. The Germans, who launched the war that brought these unprecedented statistics, suffered about 3.5 million combat casualties and 430,000 civilian casualties (mostly victims of air raids), about 8% of the German population in 1939. 7. France a. The number of persons who have been killed or missing: 600,000, about 1.5% of the population i. 200,000 were combat casualties ii. 400,000 were civilians (including about 90,000 Jews) who were killed in air raids, executed, or deported 8. Belgium a. Lost 50,000 lives, out of a population of just under 10 million 9. Great Britain a. 360,000 deaths (both military and civilians) from air raids-less than 1% of the population 10. The English and French probably lost more men in the Battle of Verdun in WWI than in all of WWII. 11. In places that Germany held power, German authorities targeted and arrested those thought to be politically dangerous, socially harmful, or economically expendable. a. Targeted: i. Communists ii. Socialists iii. Outspoken members of the clergy iv. Jehovah's Witnesses (who refused to recognize National Socialism) v. Prostitutes vi. Homosexuals vii. 'perverts' viii. Professional criminals 12. The Germans developed a system of forced labor in the camps, and in the later years of the war, the slave labor of these prisoners became the backbone of the German war economy. a. 1,650,000 persons were incarcerated in these camps b. Over 1 million of them died or were killed c. Some died of "NATURAL" causes: huger, exhaustion, disease d. Those who could not work (the ailing, the sick, and the dying) were killed by gas chamber e. Hitler called the ill and dying "useless eaters"
Statistics of Death: Mass Murder
1. Nazis saw this method of murder as "ideological warfare" and considered it conventional military war technique 2. The High Command of the German Armed Forces conducted the military war. 3. The SS, the dreaded armed police of the National Socialist movement, conducted the ideological war. 4. Both wars were concurrent undertakings, strategically and operationally meshed. 5. The mass murder represented itself as a holy war to annihilate Germany's "mortal enemy" 6. The mortal enemy -Todfeind was Hitler's word -consisted of the Jews, who were, according to doctrines of National Socialism, the chief antagonists to the German "Aryans." a. Jews considered biological archenemy of the German people, whose physical presence, it was alleged, threatened the purity and even the very existence of the "Aryan" race. b. No other people, nation, or "race" held that status. 7. Racial purity was a Nazi obsession and embraced every aspect of life in the German dictatorship. 8. Within Germany itself, the euthanasia program claimed about 100,000 lives. 9. During the war, convoys of patients from mental institutions from various countries arriving at Auschwitz were sent straight to the gas chambers. a. No records were kept of their arrival or their murder; their numbers were estimated to be in the thousands. 10. According to Hitler's racial doctrine, Slavs were believed to be sub-humans (Untermenschen). But no evidence exists that a plan to murder the Slavs was ever contemplated or developed. 11. The German racists assigned the Slaves to the lowest rank of human life. 12. The Germans thus looked upon Slavs as people not fit to be educated, not able to govern themselves, worthy only as slaves whose existence would be justified because they served their German masters. 13. Hitler's racial policy with regard to the Slavs was "depopulation." 14. The Slavs were to be prevented from procreating, except to provide the necessary continuing supply of slave laborers. 15. Whether the Russians-or other "non-Aryan" peoples-lived or died was, as Himmler once put it, "a matter of indifference." a. Himmler justified the murder of the Jews as "an unwritten and never-to-be written page of glory" in German history. 16. The European Romani suffered enormous losses at the hands of the Germans, yet the National Socialist state had no clear-cut racial policy with regard to them.
a. The Germans regarded the 'Gypsies' primarily as an antisocial element, consisting of thieves and vagrants, rather than as an alien racial group. 17. Investigations were made as to whether Gypsies were racially fit to be educated. (Official conclusion was 'no'.) 18. Nazi officials established two basic categories, dividing the native Romani tribes from the foreign ones. a. The native tribes were defined as those who had settled in Germany since the 15 th century, and hence were entitled to citizenship and the protection of German law. 19. When the Nazis began in 1941 to formulate a racial policy with regard to the Romani, no agreement on the matter had been reached by the top Nazi leaders. a. In 1943, the German occupying authorities in the Eastern areas ruled, with Himmler's approval, that sedentary Gypsies and their offspring were to be treated as citizens of the country, whereas nomadic Gypsies and their offspring were to be treated as Jews (that is, murdered). 20. SS security forces, "cleansing" the occupied countryside of "dangerous elements," murdered many gypsies on grounds that they were unreliable, unemployable, and criminal. 21. Only in the last year of the war did the Nazi ideologies begin to regard the Gypsies not only as an undesirable social element, but also as an undesirable racial element. 22. The statistics of the murdered Gypsies are gross estimates: of about 1 million Gypsies in the countries that fell under German control, nearly a quarter of them were murderedmachine-gunned or gassed. Einsatzgruppen, were assigned to each of the German armies invading the Soviet Union. a. The Einsatzgruppen were given the task of rounding up the Jews and killing them. 5. The Jews were loaded on trucks or forced to march to some desolate area with antitank trenches already dug or natural ravines. 6. The International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg estimated that the Einsatzgruppen murdered about a million Jews. 7. To systematize the murder of the rest of the European Jews, the National Socialist state built six installations with large scale gassing facilities and with crematoria for the disposal of the bodies. a. These were all located on Polish territory: Oświeҫim (better known by its German name, Auschwitz), Bełżec, Chełmno, Majdanek, Sobibór, and Treblinka.
b. About 3.5 million Jews from every country of Europe were murdered there. c. (Approximately 1.5 million non-Jews were gassed in these camps, most at Auschwitz.) 8. Of the 9 million Jews who lived in the countries of Europe that fell under German rule during the war, about 6 million were murdered. a. 500,000 died in the ghettos of Eastern Europe of hunger, disease, and exhaustion, and as victims of random terror and reprisals. 9. Though the Soviet Union suffered greater losses than the Jews in absolute figures, no other people anywhere lost the main body of its population and the fountainhead of its cultural resources. 10. The murder of the 6 million Jews stands apart from the deaths of the other millions, not because of any distinctive fate that the individual victims endured, but because of the differentiative intent of the murderers and the unique effect of the murders. 11. Having mourned their dead, commemorated their martyrs and heroes, all the peoples of Europe, including the Germans, recovered from their wounds, rebuilt their shattered cities. a. They resuscitated their institutions of learning and culture. b. But the annihilation of the 6 million European Jews brought an end with irrevocable finality to the thousand-year-old culture and civilization of Ashkenazic Jewry, destroying the continuity of Jewish history.
The Lessons of National Socialism
1. National Socialist Germany achieved no comparable far-reaching or fundamental impact on society. a. Even as the events of its short reign and its still briefer dominion over Europe recede into the past, its ghostly ghastly presence continues to hover. 2. Never before in human history had a state and political movement dedicated itself to the destruction of a whole people. (…if you ignore the United States, Canadian indigenous people, Rwanda, or Cambodia…) Chapter 03: The Shadow of the Past: German Historians Confront National Socialism 1. Even the anguished recognition in 1945 by the historians who grew up in the age of German nation -and empire-building that the Third Reich, the regime of their nation and people, had committed the most heinous crimes in human history could not make them disown their loyalties to the past or discard the values of the lifetime.
The German Historiographic Heritage
1. One historian, citing a nationalist poet of an earlier time, summed up the attitude then prevalent not only among German historians but also among most middle-class Germans: "One day the world will be restored to health by the German spirit." 2. German nationalism, from its earliest days, was marked by two distinctive characteristics.
a. (1.) The belief that the German nation was not only different from other nations, but superior to them i. Therefore, reinforcing the idea that Germany was destined for world leadership b. (2.) The belief that the individual could best fulfill himself through subordination to his historic community (nation) 3. The centrality of the state in human affairs became an explicit concept in German historiography in the early writings of Leopold van Ranke. a. The state, in its journey to gain military and political power, embodied the highest of spirituality. b. All other entities could not possibly have ethical purposes and values that could transcend the state, therefore all other entities are subordinates. c. By the end of the 19 th century, the German state as Machtstaat-the state by virtue of its power-was regarded as history's driving force. 4. Most German historians-like most Germans-were carried away by patriotic euphoria when Germany declared war against Russia on August 01, 1914. a. German political commitment so overwhelmed their professional capacity, their nationalist passion so befogged their intellectual faculties that they were unable to understand the reasons for Germany's defeat. i. "Delusions kept us from any sober recognition of the true causes of our failure," -Ludwig Dehio (one of Germany's more liberal historians) ii. He argued that the German historians were not able to produce a convincing interpretation of WWI, firmly grounded in a comprehensive historical panorama and therefore immune to both national sensibilities and political interests.
5. History written during the short-lived Weimar Republic was, for the most part, conceived in the spirit of the past, imbued with longing for the Machtstaat, indifferent to the presence of a constitutional government. 6. Not a single historian undertook to examine the Dolchstoss legend, the myth about the stab-in-the-back, the betrayal from within, which German nationalists, in a blind refusal to account for Germany's military defeat in real historical terms, attributed to the Jews. 7. The "Jewish question," as German nationalists conceived it, was the threatened and threatening invasion into the German national community by a group whom the Germans almost universally regarded as racially alien, culturally unassimilable, harmful to the Christian ethos, and politically destructive. 8. The Jews were rare subjects in German history.
a. Reference to Jewish people were reduced down to the "Jewish question." b. The 'Jewish question,' as German nationalists conceived it, was the threatened and threatening invasion into the German national community by a group whom the Germans almost universally regarded as racially alien, culturally unassimilable, harmful to the Christian ethos, and politically destructive.
The Historians and the Third Reich
1. Though no full professor of history in the German universities was said to have been a member of the Nazi party before Hitler came to power, the historical profession-not unlike all the other professions then in Germany-capitulated to the new regime quickly, readily, and even enthusiastically. Then he joined the National Socialist party to demonstrate his loyalty to Germany 3. The Nazification of the historical profession showed itself first in the wave of dismissals from various academic posts and honorary positions. a. Historians who were Jews or 'non-Aryans' -that is, born of Jewish parents or grandparents -were driven from the universities along with those few in the profession with leftist loyalties. b. The few places in the university now made available were filled with Nazi party members, some of whom might otherwise never have been appointed had academic merit and scholarly achievement remained the chief criteria for such appointments. c. Walter Frank, whose life work was governed by obsessive anti-Semitism, became a central figure in the historical profession in Nazi Germany. i. Set up a six-man council of the best people he could find in the academic community who were deeply committed to National Socialism. ii. Three were historians: Müller, Marcks, Srbik Medvedev, "ended in the torture chambers of the NKVD." (The NKVD was a law enforcement agency of the Soviet Union that directly executed the will of the All Union Communist Party. It was closely associated with the Soviet secret police, which at times was part of the agency, and is known for its political repression during the era of Joseph Stalin.) 4. Due to the constant restructuring of political regimes and dictators, writing history in the Soviet Union became a "process of continuous alternation," which Orwell described with uncanny insight; "day by day and almost minute by minute….A;; history was a palimpsest, scraped clean and reinscribed exactly as often as was necessary." 5. With each change in party line, the previous histories disappeared and new works were ordered to take their place.
a. Half-truths and lies were inextricably interwoven. Such histories succeeded one another according to the rhythm of the purges and the changes in party line, piling up layer upon layer. a. So until his death in 1953, the major sources of information in the Soviet about the war were Stalin's own wartime writings and speeches. b. Stalin's blackout on war historiography can be attributed inly in part to the grave disparities between reality and propaganda apparent to everyone who experienced the war.
The Holocaust as Historiographic Problem
1. Since the rise of Nazism in Germany, Soviet scholars, dutifully following the prescriptions of Marxism-Leninism, have diagnosed Nazism as tool or bodyguard of 'monopoly capitalism.' 2. Sometimes Nazism (or generally fascism) is presented as the Tweedledum to the Tweedledee of 'bourgeois parliamentarianism' and sometimes as the instrument used by capitalists to overthrow 'bourgeois democracy.' 3. The racist anti-Semitic character of Nazism has been generally disregarded in the USSR, while economic interests and class difference were stressed. a. Soviet analysts used to claim that the Nazis hated only working-class Jews, while welcoming the support of wealthy Jews, or that the Nazis expropriated the Jews only to win support among the German petty bourgeoisie who became enriched at the Jews' expense. 4. Soviet history books seldom mention the fundamental anti-Jewish element of Nazi racism. 5. Despite frequent declarations that anti-Semitism is incompatible with Communism and despite the repeated assurances that the Soviet regime had outlawed it, anti-Semitism, which has been deeply rooted in the superstitions of the Russian people for generations and which had always been exploited by tsarist officials, has continued its persistently long life under the Soviets.
6. When the German armed forces the Nazi death squads (Einsatzgruppen) swept into the Soviet Union, they found substantial numbers of Lithuanians, Latvians, Estonians, White Russians, Ukrainians, Great Russians, Tartars, Kalmyks, and others willing to collaborate with them. a. Some people, especially Ukrainians, wanted national autonomy and political independence; others simply sought revenge for past Soviet brutality and prosecution. 7. A common spirit binding the disaffected peoples with the Germans was their pervasive anti-Semitism. 8. The Einsatzgruppen found many hands ready to assist in murdering the Jews.
a. In all, the Germans and their helpers slaughtered about 1.5 million Soviet Jews: i. 250,000 in White Russia (White Russia is an archaism for the modern-day eastern side of Belarus) ii. 900,000 in Ukraine iii. 107,000 in Russia iv. 228,000 in the Baltic countries b. The Ukrainians became Germany's most diligent collaborators. International Zionism: History and Politics. One contributor, writing on the subject of the World Zionist Organization, charged that Zionism had a close working relationship with Hitlerism (which is a dumb idea) and was consequently to be held responsible for the Holocaust (which is an even dumber idea). a. Here is the kicker: In the late 1970s this literally unbelievable assertion that the Jews themselves were responsible for the Holocaust was given wider circulation in the Soviet press and in Soviet scholarly literature.
